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Drylands under threat

* Dryland ecosystems are showing high levels of loss and
degradation, reducing productivity and fertility

* Overall, approximately 2% of the global terrestrial NPP are lost each
year due to dryland degradation, or between 4% and 10% of the
potential NPP in drylands

* Atleast 11 fish species, 12 mammal species and 26 bird species
have gone extinct in the five Central Asian countries

* A further 155 terrestrial and freshwater species are vulnerable,
endangered, or critically endangered

* In 2015, 21% of endemic species in Central Asia were considered
threatened, of which 11% were listed as “critically endangered”

* Since 1990, over half the species that originally lived in the Aral Sea
went extinct due to the effects of the reduction in the Aral Sea’s size
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