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Wildlife conservation voices at China’s 2024 Two Sessions

Wildlife plays a crucial role in ecosystems. Among them, wild plants act as builders
and maintainers of ecosystems. They absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen
through photosynthesis, to maintain the balance of oxygen and carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere, and produce organic matter. Wild animals, on the other hand, as part of
the food chain, regulate the quantity and distribution of various species populations
within the ecosystem, thereby maintaining the balance of ecosystems. Additionally,
wildlife serves as important resources in fields such as medicine and scientific

research, providing vital support for human survival and development.

However, wildlife faces multiple threats from human activities. Habitat destruction,
climate change, illegal hunting, invasive species, and other issues have led to a sharp
decline and endangerment of many species. The IPBES’ 2019 Global Assessment
Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services warns that “of an estimated 8 million
animal and plant species, around 1 million are threatened with extinction, and many

within decades.”

To protect the wildlife essential for human survival, March 3 was declared United
Nations World Wildlife Day at the 68th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly. In 2024, March 3 marks the 11th World Wildlife Day, with the theme
“Connecting People and Planet: Exploring Digital Innovation in Wildlife
Conservation”. The focus is on digital innovation, aiming to highlight how digital
technologies and services can promote wildlife conservation and coexistence between
humans and wildlife in an increasingly interconnected world. Besides, the 14th
National People’s Congress and the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (China’s 2024 Two Sessions) were respectively
convened in Beijing on March 5 and March 4. During two sessions, numerous
scientific and technological workers in the field of wildlife conservation provided
advice and suggestions. Among them, some proposals on related topics, which were
recommended by the Two Sessions Proposal Working Group of China Biodiversity
Conservation and Green Development Foundation, have gained recognition from

deputies and members attending the 2024 Two Sessions.

http://z.cbcgdf.org/
75 20245F3R | & | B 558H




FOES == gg‘ﬁ March. 2024 | 2024535

This month’s journal focuses on topics related to wildlife conservation by combining
the proposals in the field of ecological and environmental protection at China’s 2024
Two Sessions, and discusses with readers the issues arising in the wildlife protection

and feasible response strategies.
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The development of Chinese honeybee apiculture and products:

To strengthen protection and improve the quality of bee products

By FENG Lu, QIN Xiufang, AN Qinqin

Abstract: The Chinese honeybee (4pis cerana cerana) faces threats from invasive bee
species, leading to a decrease in population. Simultaneously, widespread use of
antibiotics and pesticides in agriculture and forestry has resulted in mass poisoning and
death among Chinese honeybees. The role of the Chinese honeybee in the ecosystem is
not limited to producing honey; and its significance in nature far outweighs the value of
honey alone. Native bee species directly participate in sustaining the local vegetation.
Compared to introduced foreign honeybees, native bee species play an irreplaceable role
in maintaining local ecological balance. This article analyzes the challenges facing the
protection of Chinese honeybees and the development of bee products, and proposes
corresponding solutions and suggestions.

Key words: Chinese honeybee, bee products, BCON, ecological balance

FENG Lu, QIN Xiufang, AN Qingin. The development of Chinese honeybee apiculture
and products: To strengthen protection and improve the quality of bee products. BioGreen
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To ban bile extraction from living bears to enhance animal welfare

By FENG Zi, WEI Qi

Abstract: Bear bile is a traditional rare animal medicine in China, which can be used in
the treatment of many diseases. However, bear biles is mostly extracted from living bears,
which causes serious physical and mental damage to the black bears. Moreover, it is
contrary to the traditional Chinese moral thought, and even more contradictory to the
philosophy of modern ecological civilization. Current medical research has developed
artificial alternatives. Besides, most people believe that “bile extraction from living bears”
should be banned. Therefore, “bile extraction from living bears” should be prohibited to
enhance animal welfare. This is the common aspiration of the public, but also the demand
in this era.

Key words: Bile extraction from living bears, bear bile, animal welfare
FENG Zi, WEI Qi. To ban bile extraction from living bears to enhance animal welfare.
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To establish specialized internet courts to combat online illegal

wildlife trafficking
By LIU Xiaming, AN Qinqgin, YANG Xiaohong

Abstract: With the development and widespread use of the internet, illegal wildlife
trafficking has become increasingly networked. Online illegal wildlife trafficking is
characterized by its wide range of categories, covert methods, and extensive geographic
reach. If left uncontrolled, it may lead to ecological and societal issues such as loss of
biological resources, invasion of alien species, and spread of diseases. Strengthening
control over online illegal wildlife trafficking is therefore of vital importance. Currently,
there are various issues regarding the control of online illegal wildlife trafficking,
including delayed response, insufficient public efforts, and lack of coordination among
different departments. This article proposes several suggestions based on these issues,
including enhancing the supervision and management of e-commerce platforms,
strengthening warnings, establishing specialized internet courts, and setting up joint
disposal mechanisms for online illegal wildlife trafficking. These suggestions aim to
improve the efficiency of combating online illegal wildlife trafficking and provide
valuable reference for future efforts.

Key words: Illegal wildlife trafficking, e-commerce platforms, united supervision,

governance
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Text analysis of legislation on wild animal conservation in China

By ZHANG Xiyu

(Law School, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105)

Abstract: Since the establishment of the first administrative regulations on wild animal
conservation in 1962, China’s legislation on wild animal conservation has evolved from
simplicity to completeness. The legal system has gradually formed with the Wild Animal
Conservation Law of the People’s Republic of China as the core, encompassing a legal
framework for wild animal conservation including relevant regulations and provisions. By
analyzing legal texts, it can be observed that the definitions of key terms such as “wild
animals”, “conservation”, and “utilization” have varied over time and circumstances.
Overall, China’s legislation on wild animal conservation demonstrates a trend towards
higher legal hierarchy, broader scope of “wild animals”, and increasing intensity of

conservation efforts.

Key words: Wild animals, Wild Animal Conservation Law, public health security
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Feasibility study on the integrated development of

clean energy certificate, green electricity and CCER
By SHAO Jianbo

Abstract: In the current policy context, the markets of clean energy certificate, green
electricity and CCER operate independently, but they are intricately linked in multiple
areas such as policy objectives, participants and scope of involvement. To better address
future challenges, it is necessary to thoroughly analyze the differences and connections
between these three markets, as well as the issues present in their respective operations.
For instance, the clean energy certificate market lacks unified standards and regulation,
the green electricity market faces challenges with its pricing mechanism and low
utilization of renewable energy, while the CCER market experiences significant price
fluctuations and lacks transparency. In response to these issues, this paper proposes an
approach for the integrated development of the certificate-electricity-carbon markets
linkage mechanism, aiming to organically combine the three trading platforms. The
integrated development can address the current problems in each market. By establishing a
unified trading platform, optimal allocation of resources can be achieved, and market
fairness and transparency can be enhanced. Additionally, the paper puts forward some
improvement suggestions, including strengthening regulation, establishing unified
standards and norms, improving pricing mechanisms, enhancing the utilization of
renewable energy, as well as strengthening market promotion, to better tackle the
challenges of carbon peaking and carbon neutrality goals in the future.

Key words: Green electricity, clean energy certificate, carbon credits, CCER
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Reflections on constructing social organizations’ participation in
ecological and environmental damage compensation

consultation mechanisms
By MA Yong, YANG Honglan

Abstract: Establishing a sound system for ecological and environmental damage
compensation is an integral part of ecological civilization construction. Based on the
principles of “establishing a value for the environment, assuming liability for the damage
caused”, this compensation system focuses on restoring damaged ecosystems. It serves as
an effective means to address the issue of “enterprises pollute, the public suffers, and the
government foots the bill”, and it is also a vital safeguard for protecting the environmental
rights of the public. To construct a diversified mechanism for resolving ecological and
environmental damage compensation mechanism, China has introduced a series of laws,
regulations, and policies. However, in practice, there is a need for further improvement in
how these diverse dispute resolution mechanisms are coordinated. This article starts from
the conflicts between environmental public interest litigation and ecological and
environmental damage consultation encountered in practice, proposing the viewpoint of
constructing a system where social organizations participate in compensation consultation
for ecological and environmental damage, for further discussion.

Key words: Social organizations, ecological and environmental damage, consultation,

public interest litigation
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Drone Photography: Ethical challenges in biodiversity conservation

By Linda Wong, LI Haochen, ZHOU lJinfeng

Abstract: The rapid development of drone technology has revolutionized various fields,
including nature observation and biodiversity monitoring. Drones offer unprecedented
opportunities for close encounters with wildlife, enabling scientists and photographers to
gain valuable insights into natural ecosystems. However, this technological advancement
also brings forth ethical dilemmas, especially in the context of observing and
photographing wild birds. This article explores the ethical challenges associated with
drone use in wildlife monitoring and photography, emphasizing potential disruptions to
bird behavior, breeding activities, and the risk of physical harm. To address these concerns,
the authors propose a set of recommendations, including regulatory measures, ethical
reviews, responsible information sharing, and international cooperation. By embracing
technological ethics and responsible drone usage, we can harness the potential of this
technology while safeguarding the welfare of wild birds and their habitats.

Key words: Drone technology, wildlife photography, ethics, biodiversity conservation,

birding
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As technology advances, drone technology has found widespread applications across
various fields, including nature observation and biodiversity monitoring. Drones have
become a common sight, offering significant convenience for scientific research and
nature photography. However, like many emerging technologies, the improper use of
drones has brought forth a series of ethical issues, particularly when it comes to

observing and capturing images of wild birds.

In recent years, using drones to track and photograph wild birds has become a
prevalent practice, especially in the domains of nature photography, documentary

filmmaking, and ecotourism. While this trend provides people with the opportunity
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for close observation of wild birds, it also carries potential harm. Let’s explore these

ethical concerns and potential solutions.

First and foremost, the use of drones can disrupt the normal behavior of wild
birds. The noise and appearance of these flying devices are unfamiliar to birds and
can lead to disturbance, affecting their activities such as foraging, nesting, and resting.
When drones fly at low altitudes or approach the ground, this disturbance may even

pose a potential threat to bird survival, potentially disrupting their habitats.

During the breeding season, the proximity of drones can significantly disrupt the
reproductive behavior of wild birds. Breeding birds often engage in courtship
displays, nest building, and incubation activities. The flight behavior and noise of
drones can disturb these activities, resulting in breeding failure, chick mortality, and
adverse effects on population numbers. For instance, in April 2022, a video capturing
an Oriental Stork using its wings to knock down a photography drone near its nest in
Sugian, Jiangsu Province, stirred widespread concern after media reports. The sudden
approach of the drone to the Oriental Stork’s nesting site led to the aggressive

response from the adult birds.

There is also a risk of drones colliding with wild birds. Inappropriate or careless
operations may result in collisions between drones and birds, causing physical harm
or even death to the birds. Additionally, for migratory species, the pursuit by drones
may alter their migratory behavior, causing them to deviate from their intended
migration routes, expending extra energy and time, and potentially reducing their

migration safety.

To regulate ethical aspects of technological activities such as scientific research and
technological development, and to strengthen the prevention and control of ethical
risks in technological activities, we were pleased to learn that ten departments issued
the “Measures for Ethical Review of Scientific and Technological Activities (Trial)”
in October of 2023, which mentions conducting ethical reviews of technological
activities that “may pose ethical risks in areas such as life and health, ecological
environment, public order, and sustainable development”. Faced with the

technological ethics issues raised by drones, it is urgent to take some countermeasures
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to mitigate their adverse effects. To this end, we offer the following four

suggestions.

Firstly, establish relevant regulations to prohibit the improper use of drones,
especially in ecologically sensitive areas, to ensure operations comply with ethical

standards.

Secondly, we recommend conducting technological ethics reviews of photographs
of wild animals to ensure that the animals in the images are in their natural state.
In the past, several incidents have revealed that what were considered “stunning”
photographs were actually “posed” or “chased” images. Some photographers have
used drones to chase wetland birds for the sake of impressive aerial shots. This can be
prevented by inviting bird experts to participate in the ethics screening process during

competitions and exhibitions.

Thirdly, when publishing or broadcasting photographs or videos related to wild
birds, it is advisable to avoid disclosing the precise location of bird nests to
prevent other photographers or drone operators from causing disturbances. We
have noticed several cases, both domestically and internationally, where the

disclosure of specific locations led to unwanted attention from poachers.

Lastly, strengthen international technological ethics cooperation. We can draw on
the experiences of other countries to jointly establish technological ethics standards,

promoting cooperation in global ecological governance and ethical education.

Technology, when used for the greater good and with ethical considerations in mind,
can serve as a valuable asset for environmental protection and ecological civilization
development. Drone technology holds immense potential for observing and
photographing wild birds, but it must be used cautiously to minimize potential harm
to these birds and their habitats. Through technological ethics regulations and
collaboration, we can leverage the strengths and mitigate the weaknesses, ultimately

working towards the goal of harmonious coexistence with nature.
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The main characteristics and stage achievements of

the “Peoples vs. Plastics” project

By FENG Zi, KONG Chuilan, SONG Xuanping, FU Biao, ZHOU Jinfeng, WANG Hua,
ZHAO Yuping, YANG Honglan

Abstract: From September 24, 2023, to March 3, 2024, 27 activities have been held in the
“Peoples vs. Plastics” project, with 1,176 volunteers participating. It has achieved fruitful
results in the publicity, science popularization and picking up plastic practice, and
produced a certain social impact. According to the statistical data of each activity, this
paper analyzes the main characteristics of “Peoples vs. Plastics”, and expounds the
connotation of “Peoples vs. Plastics”, aiming to gain extensive support and response,
make the spirit of “Peoples vs. Plastics” deeply rooted in mind and have more significant
effects of plastic reduction. Besides, this paper explores the contribution of “Peoples vs.
Plastics” towards solving the issue of regional plastic wastes, and provides Human-based
Solutions for plastic pollution control.

Key words: Peoples vs. Plastics, plastic pollution, volunteers, plastic reduction, picking

up plastics
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Figure 1. The percentage of volunteers in each age group.
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Figure 2. The situation of plastic picking up activities across different regions.
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Assessment of risks to biodiversity and ecosystem services for

enterprises

By KONG Chuilan, ZHAO Yuping, FENG Zi, AO Xiang, ZHOU Jinfeng

Abstract: At present, biodiversity and ecosystems are declining at an unprecedented rate
globally. Governments, businesses and investors urgently need to reexamine the
relationship between business and natural capital, with enterprise-level assessments of
biodiversity and ecosystem impacts playing a crucial role. This article summarizes the
contributions of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the
TaskForce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures to this issue, as well as the exploration
progress of Chinese enterprises and institutions. Currently, China lacks unified standards
and mandatory requirements, necessitating the establishment of a standardized mechanism
for assessing enterprise risks to biodiversity and ecosystem services. This mechanism
should be gradually promoted across all industries through pilot projects, accompanied by
strengthening corresponding legal regulations and regulatory measures, to ensure that
businesses properly manage their risks to biodiversity and ecosystem services.

Key words: Risk assessment, biodiversity, ecosystem services, TNFD
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Figure 1 Components of corporate biodiversity information disclosure (Source: International Institute
of Green Finance of Central University of Finance and Economics - Research on Corporate

Biodiversity Information Disclosure (2022))
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To the Farthest, Mysterious and Sacred Lands: An amazing journey

on Earth through three realms

By WANG Hua

Abstract: To the Farthest, Mysterious and Sacred Lands, authored by XIONG Yutong,
Vice Secretary-General of China Biodiversity Conservation and Green Development
Foundation, was published by SDX Joint Publishing Company in January 2024. This book,
with the theme of Earth’s farthest, mysterious and sacred lands, takes readers on a
captivating visual journey through the author’s explorations of North Europe, South
America and India. Combining exquisite imagery with thoughtful reflections and unique
perspectives, this book not only provides readers with visual delight but also prompts deep
exploration and reverence for the diversity of the world.

Key words: Earth, nature, culture, diversity

WANG Hua. To the Farthest, Mysterious and Sacred Lands: An amazing journey on
Earth through three realms. BioGreen - Biodiversity Conservation and Green

Development. Vol. 1, March 2024. Total Issues 58. ISSN2749-9065

FARTHEST
MYSTERIOUS

AND
SACRED
LANDS

BFRFIXIRTHRE Bt
FEMR. RSMRLEERANE

The book To the Farthest, Mysterious and Sacred Lands

=]
http://z.cbcgdf.org/ ERly

90 202453 | 1% | B ESSHE A



BOOX REVIEW=—— % ﬁ March. 2024 | 2024438

Greenland

Iceland

Norway

http://z.cbcgdf.org/
91 2024538 | B 15| AES8H &




BOOX REVIEW=—=— %ﬁ March. 2024 | 2024638

Machu Picchu

Patagonia

[
http://z.cbcgdf.org/ :

92 202443 | 1% | BES8HA



COLUMY == ‘%‘ 5% March, 2024 | 2024538

How to achieve “harmony without harming” biodiversity?

By ZHOU Jinfeng

Abstract: The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the Invasive Alien
Species Report emphasize the significant threat posed by invasive alien species to global
ecosystems, economies and human health. Climate change is also exacerbating
biodiversity loss. Additionally, changes in land and marine use due to engineering projects,
as well as direct utilization of organisms, have significant impacts on ecology. This article,
taking engineering projects, pre-made food, and forest health-care policies as examples,
calls for the full consideration of ecological and environmental factors in the development
process, and effectively combines ecology and development in accordance with the
thought on ecological civilization.

Key words: Biodiversity, climate change, engineering project, ecological civilization
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